
why is structure important?A network is like 
the legs of a table holding up 

a whole community. its structure 
determines how stable it is.

Networks can 
survive the loss 
of some links and 
species, but not too 
many. If a generalist 
species disappears, the 
whole community could 
collapse.

Human impacts 
like pesticide use

 and land development 
cause changes so big 

and fast that they 
threaten even the 

strongest networks 
in nature.

Ecologists are studying 
the structure of plant-

pollinator networks 
because understanding their 
complexity could provide the 

key to protecting them.

You can help protect 
them by planting a 

diverse mix of native 
plants in your 

garden that flower 
at different times.

learn more at 
https://xerces.org/

pollinator-resource-center.
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But what is a 

plant-pollinator 

network? What’s 

its structure? 

And why is it 

important?
of plant-pollinator networks is in danger too.

Pollinators have been in the news lately because 

of threats like neonicotinoid pesticides and 

population collapse. But it’s not just individual 

species in danger – the 

a plant-pollinator

is simply
the plants in a 
particular place,
their pollinators,

and the interactions, 

or links, between them. 

the

is the pattern all the 
interactions make. 

Most networks have a 
similar structure, with 
lots of links, and 

specialist species

interacting with

generalist species.


